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Missed diagnosis of leptomeningeal metastasis in a woman with medication-overuse headache: one case
report Li Bo, Wang Zhanhang, Kuang Zuying, Xu Yan, Lu Jianjun, Wang Yuzhou, Pan Mengqiu, Ye Jin-
long. The First Department of Neurology, Guangdong 999 Brain Hospital, Guangzhou 510510, China

[ Abstract]

is one of the most severe complications of the advanced-stage malignant tumors. It is likely to be missed diagno-

Leptomeningeal metastasis, also known as cancerous meningitis and meningeal carcinoma,

sis and misdiagnosed in clinical settings. In this article, we reported one female patient aged 52 years admitted
due to recurrent migraine for over 30 years which aggravated for 1 year. She had a medical history of chronic
migraine and was orally administered with analgesics drugs for a long period of time. She suffered from recur-
rent headache and gradually aggravated. Fundus examination prompted bilateral optic disk edema complicated
with hemorrhage. Head MRI revealed communicating hydrocephalus, leptomeningeal enhancement and signifi-
cant elevation of intracranial pressure. Cytological examination of the cerebrospinal fluid detected malignant
cells. Chest CT scan hinted peripheral lung cancer. PET-CT revealed the systemic metastasis of advanced-stage
lung cancer. There was no surgical indications. During subsequent follow-up after hospital discharge, she was
administered with morphine slow release tablet, diazepam and diuretic, whereas the severity of disease was
gradually aggravated. She suffered from dyspnea and had to lie in bed and failed to do physical activity.
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